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may be kept a secret when they do not exist, as the being a
physician, or prophet, or philosopher. Hence most men
pretend to such things, and are arrogant in such; for the
qualities we have been describing are in them,

5. But the dissemblers speaking less than the truth ap-
pear more amiable in manners, for they do not seem to
speak for the sake of gain, but to avoid fastidiousness.
These men especially deny [the possession of] illustrious
things j as Socrates did. But those, who pretend they do
not possess things small and obvious, are called meanly cun-
ning, and are truly despicable. And sometimes this appears
to be arrogance; for instance, the dress of the Lacedaemo-
nians -y for both excess and a great deficiency is arrogant.
But those, who moderately use dissimulation, and who use
it in things which are not too common and obvious, appear
to be well-bred men. But the arrogant appears to be op-
posed to the observer of truth; for he is the worse cha-
racter.

CHAP, VIII.

Of the medium in relaxation ami social conversation* which u
called facetiousness; the extremes of which are scurrility and
rusticity.

I. THERE being also relaxation in life, and in that a
spending of time in jesting, there seems to be here also a
certain just intercourse, and a speaking the things which are
proper, and in a proper manner *y in the same manner also
we may hear them. There is a distinction also between the
speaking among such and such persons, and listening to
such persons. But it is evident, that there is in these things
also an excess as well as defect of the mean. Those then
who exceed in the ludicrous,, seem to be buffoons and vulgar,,
always itching after the ludicrous, and rather aiming1 at